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large airship sent over to England with a view to its purchase by the War Office.
The airship performed the journey of about 220 miles in six hours, so that its average speed was about thirty-eight miles per hour, of which the favouring wind accounted for seven or eight. The navigator was Clement, the constructor, and with him were five assistants and a passenger representing the Parliamentary Aerial Defence Committee. The appearance of the ship over London on a Sunday morning created an immense sensation, for although the vessel had been promised for over a year, and was, therefore, expected, the public were not aware that the start had actually been made. Afterwards the British Government agreed to accept the airship, but on terms which the makers would not accept. The deficiency was, however, made up by private generosity. It was then found that the envelope was leaking, and a new one was necessary, a fact which no doubt led the Government to regard the price originally asked as excessive. This ship was deflated and was never afterwards used.
This airship had a capacity of 245,000 cubic feet; it was 250 feet in length, wifh a diameter at the largest girth of 44 feet; it was driven by two motors of 125 h.p. ; and it was estimated capable of carrying a crew of twenty men. The same vessel had been employed with some success in French military manoeuvres.
The next airship to cross to London was the Lebaudy, purchased for the nation by subscription organised by the Morning Post. She was of the semi-rigid type. The voyage was made on October 26, and carrying a crew of eight the Lebaudy traversed the distance between Moisson and Aldershot in 6 hours 5 minutes. The conditions were scarcely so favourable as when the Clement-Bayard crossed the Channel, there being considerable fog, and the wind being abeam, so that the performance was a much better one in every way. An unfortunate accident marked the termination of the voyage. The